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 A.  1. ‘He’ refers to a raggy dog, a shaggy dog
   2. He always looks out for mischief.
 B.  1. The pet dog is raggy and shaggy. It has a whirly, curly tail with 

eyes that twinkle like stars.
   2. The dog is always looking out for mischief, he bites someone’s 

shoes and barks at cars.
   3. The dog’s tail is whirly and curly and always up in the air.
   4. The dog is loved because the poet would never change the dog 

for anything in the world.

   1. schoolboy 2. grandfather
   3. basketball 4. passport
   5. fireworks 6. lighthouse

 

A dog, to whom the butcher had thrown a bone, was 
hurrying home with his prize as fast as he could go. 
As he crossed a narrow footbridge, he looked down 
and saw himself reflected in the water. But the greedy 
dog thought he saw a real dog carrying a bone much 
bigger than his own.

Play CD Track 1 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

Comprehension

Vocabulary

1. My Dog

Listening
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He dropped his bone and sprang at the dog in the 
river. At last he managed to get out of the water, but 
he had lost the bone.

 Answers

   1. F 
   2. T
   3. F
   4. T
   5. T 

  A raggy dog, a shaggy dog,
  who is always looking out 
   for some fresh mischief.

  He’s very likely, at this minute
  biting someone’s shoes.

  A raggy dog, a shaggy dog, 
   with eyes like twinkling stars,

  I wouldn’t change that dog 
  for all the treasure of the sea!

Writing

1

2

3

4



3

 A.  1. a. Turtle said these words.
    b. These words were spoken to the two geese.
   2. a. A little boy said these words.
    b. These words were spoken when Turtle was see flying in the 

sky with the two geese.
 B.  1. Turtle was different from the other turtles because Turtle  

never stopped talking.
   2. Turtle promised the two geese that he would keep his  

mouth shut.
   3. False.
   4. Turtle let go off the stick when he saw that the children of the 

village started making fun of him for saying that it couldn’t be 
him up in the sky with the geese.

   5. When Turtle came out in spring he was different because his 
shall had cracks all over it and he had stopped talking.

   1. A dolphin is a sea creature, it talks all the time. It says chatter, 
chatter, chatter.

   2. The blue whale is the heaviest animal on earth, it weighs more 
than 25 elephants.

   3. An ostrich can run faster than horses. The male ostrich can 
roar like a lion.

Comprehension

2. The Turtle Who Could Not  
Stop Talking

Vocabulary
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   4. Kangaroos use their tails for balance. If you lift a kangaroo’s tail 
off the ground, it can’t hop.

   5. Dogs, have better eyesight than humans, but not as colourful.

  Free response.

  Free response.

Writing

Speaking
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 A.  1. a. The shoemaker said these words.
     b. These words were spoken to the man.
   2. a. The man said these words.
    b. These words were spoken because the man realised he 

   was wrong.
 B.  1.  The two things that the man was very good at were maths and 

taking measurements.
   2. The man was a good mathematician because he took 

accurate measurements.
   3. The man realised that he had forgotten his measurements 

back home.
   4. The shoemaker told the man that he could have just tried the 

shoes on in his shop instead of going back home to get 
his measurements. 

   5. The man learnt that there is more than one way to solve 
any problem.

    1. two things of the same type 
   2. correct
   3. all little facts about something 
   4. to find the exact size of something
   5. someone who studies or teaches mathematics

Comprehension

Vocabulary

3. The New Shoes
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My father has a pair of shoes
So beautiful to see.

I want to wear my father’s shoes.
They are too big for me.

My baby brother has a pair
As cunning as can be.

My feet won’t go into that pair.
They are too small for me..

Play CD Track 2 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

 Answers

 My father has a pair of shoes
 So beautiful to see.
 I want to wear my father’s shoes.
 They are too big for me.

 My baby brother has a pair
 As cunning as can be.
 My feet won’t go into that pair.
 They are too small for me.

  Free response.

Writing

Listening
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 A.  1. a. These words were spoken when Daddy fell into the pond.
    b. Everyone’s face grew merry and bright when the above 

words were said.
   2. a. Daddy is being spoken of in the above line.
    b. A duckweed is a tiny water plant.
 B.  1. Everyone felt happy all of a sudden because Daddy fell into 

the pond.
   2. The gardener slapped his knee and doubled up, shaking silently. 
   3. The ducks all quacked and it seemed like the drake laughed.

  A.  1. delight
   2. click
   3. pond
   4. laughed
   5. tree
 B.  say — day

  Free response.

  Free response.

Comprehension

Vocabulary

4. Daddy Fell into the Pond

Writing

Speaking
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 A.  1.  a. These words were said by Lion. 
     b. These words were spoken when Lion saw the forest.
   2.  a. These words were said by the biggest tiger. 
    b. These words were spoken so that Lion would help all the 

other animals of the forest by killing the spider. 
 B.  1. The travellers who reached the forest were Lion, Scarecrow, 

Toto, Dorothy and Woodman.
   2. Everyone saw that hundreds of beats of every variety had 

gathered in an opening in the woods.
   3. Lion wanted the animals of the forest to bow down and obey 

him as the King of the Forest.
   4. Lion promised to return to forest after defeating the spider.
   5. Lion attacked the spider when it was asleep.
   6. It was easy to kill the spider because of its weak and thin neck.

 A.   1. cave 
   2. desert
   3. burrow
   4. den
   5. nest
   6. tree
 B.  1. f r i e n d 
   2. n e i g h
   3. w e i gh t  
   4. d r i e r

Comprehension

5. The Lion Becomes the King of Beasts

Vocabulary
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   5. c e i l i n g
   6. n e i g h b o u r

 The thing about a shark is—teeth,
One row above, one row beneath.

Now take a close look. Do you find
It has another row behind?

Still closer—here, I’ll hold your hat:
Has it a third row behind that?

Now look in and... Look out! Oh my,
I’ll never know now! Well, goodbye

Play CD Track 3 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

 Answers

   The thing about a shark is—teeth,  
   One row above, one row beneath. 1

   Still closer—here, I’ll hold your hat: 
   Has it a third row behind that? 3

   Now take a close look. Do you find
   It has another row behind?   2

   Now look in and... Look out! Oh my, 
   I’ll never know now! Well, goodbye 4

  Animals Thank you, King of the forest.
  Lion You do not need to be scared any more. I am the King.  

I shall protect you from the enemy.
  Animals  Thank you, O King. Now can you please help us.

Writing

Listening
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  Lion  What is it you want this time?
  Animals Can we go to the city and save our friends from the zoo?
  Lion But why? The zoo is a very safe place.
  Animals But it is not the place where we and our friends like to 

live. If you show your teeth to the zoo keeper, he will set 
our friends free.

   Lion Well, if that is the case, I shall do it now. I shall snarl and 
growl too.

  Animals So let’s go to the city. Long live the King.
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 A.  1. a. These words were said by the three maidens.
    b. These words were spoken to Hercules.
   2. a. These words were said by Atlas.
    b. Hercules told Atlas that he had been ordered by his king to 

bring the three golden apples.
 B.  1. The King was jealous of Hercules because he believed that one 

day his people would make Hercules the king.
   2. The King sent Hercules away to Hesperides so that he would 

stay away from his kingdom for a long time.
   3. The old man of the sea looked strange and had long hair and 

a beard.
   4.  The giant told Hercules that Hesperides was a long way away 

and only he could go there.
   5. Atlas told Hercules that he was not going to take back the sky 

from him.
   6. Hercules was smarter than Atlas as he tricked Atlas into taking 

the sky back using only his words.

    1. astonished
   2. club
   3. maidens
   4. mischievous
   5. stag
   6. struck

Comprehension

6. Hercules and the Golden Apples

Vocabulary



12

  Free response.

  Free response.

Speaking

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. ‘They’ are trees.
     b. It means that tress do not harm others and simply grow.
   2.  a. The moon floats on the sky when evening changes into night.
     b. When moon floats on the sky, the trees hum a drowsy lullaby.
 B.  1. Trees do no harm and grow. They give shade, and provide a 

resting place for animals and birds. They give us fruits and wood 
with which to make our house and leaves to burn on Halloween.

   2. Birds sit on the boughs.
   3. We see new buds in spring season.
   4. Trees are first to receive sunlight as they are the tallest.
   5. At night trees hum a drowsy lullaby.
   6. A lullaby is a soft and gentle song that is sung to make a child 

go to sleep.

 A.  1. restless
   2. enjoyable
   3. suddenly
   4. cheerful
   5. kindness
   6. foolish

Comprehension

Vocabulary

7. Trees are the Kindest things  
I Know
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		greenery 
		reuse
		trees
		recycle
		reduce
		sunlight
		earth
		plastic

Play CD Track 4 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

 Answers

   given below are words that are to be ticked:
  grenery, reuse, reuse, reduce, trees, recycle, earth, plastic.

  Free response.

Listening

Writing
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 A.  1. a. The narrator said these words.
    b. These words were spoken to Gautam, the narrator’s  

five-year-old grandson.
   2. a. Gautam said these words.
    b. These words were said because the narrator spilt the 

contents of the sandwich on to the tablecloth when he tried 
to slice it.

 B.  1. The egg could not come to boil because of the great height and 
the type of water.

   2. Gautam always offers good advice.
   3. The omelette had too many tomatoes, it was messy and it did 

not have any eggs.
   4. Granny’s curry became sweet because instead of putting in salt 

the narrator added sugar.
   5. No, Gautam did not like the porridge as it was too lumpy.

    1. a book that tells us how to cook a certain dish 
   2. to make something easier
   3. food that looks or smells so good that you want to  

eat it
    4. to flow or fall out of a container
   5. ended in a particular way

Comprehension

8. My Failed Omelettes— 
and Other Disasters

Vocabulary
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		An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
		Practice makes perfect.
		Slow and steady wins the race.
		Birds of a feather flock together.

Play CD Track 5 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

 Answers

 Free response.

  vacation, tasty, favourites, worry, help, dishes, enjoy

Writing

Speaking
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 A.  1.  a. The poem is about summer and the summer fruits—  
  mangoes, cherry, kharbuj, tarbuj, and bananas. 

    b. Pomegranate is being referred to in the above lines.
   2. a. The poet is saying that no other fruit is as good as the   

  banana because it is very simple.
    b. Litchis are called exotic.
 B.  1. The first fruit that the poet describes is mango.
   2. The child’s favourite fruit is a pomegranate.
   3. The weather would be mild in winter.
   4. The summer fruits are mangoes, cherry kharbuj, tarbuj, and 

bananas.

   1. look   2. big 3. silent 
   4. quick  5. like 6. simple

All summer in the sun I lay, 
but on your tongue I melt away. 
Whether stretched out long or nice and round, 
a sweeter taste cannot be found. 
I am a melon, have we met? 
A bite of me you’ll not forget.
Hello, I am the melon!

Play CD Track 6 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

Comprehension

Vocabulary

9. Summer Fruit

Listening
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Apple juice and apple pie, 
applesauce is fun to try. 
Crunchy apples - have a bite! 
A slice of apple is pure delight.
Hello, I am the apple!

Cherries, cherries, ruby red, 
want to try one? Go ahead! 
Cherry pie or cherries jubilee, 
find the pit and plant a cherry tree. 
They’ll stain your mouth and hands bright red, 
so never eat cherries under the covers in bed.
Hello, I am the cherry!

  Answers

   1. melon
   2. apples
   3. cherry

  Free response.

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. Santa said these words.
     b. These words were spoken when Santa was going away to   

  deliver presents.
   2.  a. Santa said these words.
     b. This reindeer was chosen to guide the sleigh because of his   

  huge red nose.
 B.  1. Santa’s elves packs all the gifts that have to go out to the good 

children of the world.
   2. Santa’s sleigh is pulled by his reindeer.
   3. The other reindeer teased Rudolph because of his big red nose.
   4. Rudolph felt sad and lonely when he was left all alone. 

    1. fresh
   2. enormous
   3. empty
   4. rich
   5. risky 

  Free response.

  Free response.

Comprehension

Vocabulary

10. Rudolph: Santa’s Favourite Reindeer

Speaking

Writing
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 A.  1. a. Orville and Wilbur’s father said these words.
     b. These words were spoken because their father thought that 

  it was foolish to think that men could make machines that   
  could fly.

   2. a. Orville and Wilbur said these words.
    b. Their dream was to make a machine that could fly. 
 B.  1. a. Wilbur was born in 1867 on a small farm.
    b. Orville was born in 1871 in a small house.
   2. The brothers had a large library at home which helped them 

increase their knowledge from an early age. 
   3. The brothers got a flying toy from their father. It had a paper 

body and other parts made of cork and bamboo. Rubber bands 
provided the power.

   4. Wilbur flew for 59 seconds on the final flight and his plane 
reached a height of 852 feet.

   5. The Wright brothers became famous when a reporter flew in 
the plane and wrote all about it.

    1. chiefs
   2. glasses
   3. goats
   4. brothers
   5. businesses.

Comprehension

11. The Wright Brothers—Inventors 
of the Aeroplane

Vocabulary
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Five little brothers set out together
To journey the livelong day
In a curious carriage all made of leather
They hurried away, away!
One big brother, and three quite small,
And one wee fellow, no size at all.

Play CD Track 7 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

  Answers

   1. Five
   2. journey
   3. leather
   4. size at all

  Free response.

Listening

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. The froggies said these words.
    b. The rule being referred to is that they must be on time,  

  study and then play.
   2.  a. Master Bullfrog showed this to the froggies. 
     b. He taught them how to dodge the blow of the sticks  

  that  naughty boys throw.
 B.  1. The school was down beside a rushy pool.
   2. Their coats were green and vests were white.
   3. The teacher was Master Bullfrog. He was grave  

and stern.
   4. The teacher taught the froggies to nobly strive, leap  

and dive, say ker-chog and to dodge the blow from  
sticks.

   5. We know that they did well in school because they all 
became good bullfrogs who never forgot a lesson and  
taught other froggies

    1. water   
   2. car
   3. clock
   4. drink
   5. bee

Comprehension

Vocabulary

12. Twenty Froggies Went  
to School
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Free response.

Free response.

Speaking

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. Mahesh Das said these words. These words were spoken 
  to Akbar.

     b. These words were spoken when Akbar and his men    
  were confused about which road to take to reach Agra.

   2.  a.  Akbar said these words.
    b. These words were spoken because Mahesh Das had  

asked to be whipped a hundred times and Akbar  
was astonished.

 B.  1. Emperor Akbar’s royal capital was in Agra.
   2. Akbar gave Mahesh Das his emerald ring. 
   3. The guard allowed him to enter on the condition that he would 

be getting half of whatever Mahesh would have gotten from 
the Emperor.

   4. The guard was brought in front of Akbar and then given the 
fifty remaining lashes as his bribe.

    1. coward  
   2. noisy
   3. straight
   4. farewell
   5. sharp
   6. extraordinary

Comprehension

13. How Emperor Akbar met Birbal

Vocabulary
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emperor

disobey

foolish

emerald

lashes

whipped

farewell

fiftieth

stared

Play CD Track 8 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

  Answers

  Free response.

  Free response.

Listening

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. The children said these words.
     b. These words were spoken when the children were playing in   

  the Giant’s garden.
   2.  a. The Giant said these words.
     b. These words were spoken because the Giant’s garden was 

   not blooming and it was Winter in it but everywhere else   
  Spring had come.

 B.  1. It was a large lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and 
there over the grass stood beautiful flowers like stars. The birds 
sat on the trees and sang sweetly. 

   2. The Giant put up a notice board because he was selfish and he 
did not want the children playing in his garden. 

   3. The Giant realised he had been selfish when the children had 
made small hole in the wall and crept into the garden and 
bought Spring along with them.

   4. The Giant let the children always play in his garden and he 
knocked down the wall.

   5. The little boy could not see the Giant coming because he had 
tears in his eyes.

   6. No, he was not selfish in the end.

   1. dull   2. silly
   3. slow   4. brave
   5. wrong

Comprehension

14. The Selfish Giant

Vocabulary
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In winter I get up at night
And dress by yellow candle-light,
In summer, quite the other way,
I have to go to bed by day,
I have to go to bed and see
The birds still hopping on the tree,
Or hear the grown-up people’s feet
Still going past me in the street.
And does it not seem hard to you,
When all the sky is clear and blue,
And I should like so much to play,
To have to go to bed by day?

Play CD Track 9 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

   Answers

  Free response.

  Free response.

Speaking

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. The poet said these words.
     b. These words were spoken to the little boy who could  

  not see.
   2.  a. Thunderstorm is a storm with thunder and lightning.
    b. This line means that yellow is like something that is soft   

  and warm.
 B.  1. The first colour that the boy describes is green.
   2. White is pleasant when you lie and dream.
   3. He identifies red with a trumpet and purple with  

a thunderstorm.

 A.   1. ice     
   2. a bird
   3. an elephant 
   4. a feather 
   5. the hills

 B.   1. a hawk 
   2. a pod
   3. an angel
   4. a fish 
   5. stars

Comprehension

15. I Asked the Little Boy Who  
Cannot See

Vocabulary
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Yellow smells like a fresh dandelion,
Yellow tastes like delicious corn,
Yellow feels like sticky paint,
Yellow looks like the hot sun,
Yellow sounds like crunchy chips.

Play CD Track 10 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

  Answers

   Yellow smells like a fresh dandelion,
  Yellow tastes like delicious corn,
  Yellow feels like sticky paint,
  Yellow looks like the hot sun,
  Yellow sounds like crunchy chips.

  Free response.

Writing

Listening
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Vocabulary

 A.  1.  a. Antonio said these words.
     b. These words were spoken when he found a log of wood.
   2.  a. The log of wood said these words.
    b. The log of wood was being struck by Antonio when these 

words were spoken.
 B.  1. Gepetto wanted a piece of wood to make a puppet. 
   2. It was strange because it kept on growing and growing even 

after Gepetto tried to cut it down. 
   3. Once his legs were made, Pinocchio ran out into the street.
   4. A policeman caught Pinocchio. He caught him by his long nose.
   5. Pinocchio’s ears were missing because he had run off before he 

could be completed.

   1. now or never
    meaning:  it should be done now or else it will never happen
    sentence: I will finish my homework now or never.

   2. up in the air
    meaning:  something that is yet to be decided
    sentence:  the plans for this years vacation are up in the air.

   3. tit for tat
    meaning:  to do something that has been done to you
    sentence: She didn’t  send me a  card. I think it was tit for tat   

     because I forgot her birthday last year.

Comprehension

16. Pinocchio
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   4. do not boast
    meaning:  so not show off
    sentence:  Do not boast about how good you are at studies. It is   

     wrong to do so.

   5. slow and steady wins the race
    meaning:  if you work slowly but constantly, you will succeed   

     better than if you work fast for a short while and do   
     not continue.

    sentence:  If you continue to work hard you’ll succeed. Slow   
     and steady wins the race.

   Free response.

   Free response.

Speaking

Writing
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 A.  1.  a. The poet is describing his shadow.
    b. The above line means that the shadow is just like  

  the poet.
   2.  a. The poet said these words.
     b. He said these words because the shadow plays games 

  with him.
 B.  1. The shadow jumps into the bed first.
   2. The funny thing about the shadow is the way in which  

 it grows. 
   3. The poet compares his shadow to India-rubber ball.
   4. He calls the shadow a ‘coward’ because it sticks to him all 

the time.
   5. He calls the shadow ‘lazy’ because it sleeps until the morning 

is past.

 A.   1. backbone
    2. basketball
    3. thunderstorm
    4. without
    5. meanwhile

 B.   Free response.

Comprehension

17. My Shadow

Vocabulary
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A wolf left his cave one evening happily. As he ran, 
the setting sun cast his shadow far out on the ground. 
It looked as if the wolf were a hundred times bigger 
than he really was.

‘Why,’ exclaimed the wolf proudly, ‘see how big I am! 
Look at me running away from a tiny lion! I’ll show 
him who is fit to be king, he or I.’

Just then a big shadow covered him entirely. In 
the next moment, a lion struck him down with a 
single blow.

Play CD Track 11 or read the text aloud.
Audio script

  Answers

   1. T 
   2. F
   3. T
   4. F
   5. T
   6. F

   Free response.

Writing

Listening
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 A.  1. a. The merchant’s wife said these words. These words were 
spoken because the merchant had decided to open up the 
jar of olives that Ali Cogia had left with him.

    b. No, the merchant did not listen to what his wife had to say.
    c. Yes, the merchant took the jar and opened it and discovered 

that there was gold pieces in it under the layer of olives.
   2.  a. Caliph said these words to vizier.
    b. The present was a purse of gold.
    c. The present was being given because the boy Cauzee had   

  been fair and intelligent at the mock trial that was being put   
  on by the children.

 B.  1. The merchant’s wife reminded the merchant about the jar of 
olives that Ali Cogia had left with them.

   2. The merchant put in fresh olives in the jar after taking out all 
the money so that it would look undisturbed.

   3. He chose to watch the children play because he was worried 
about how he would decide what to do about the case and 
thought it would help him to watch how the children decided 
to be just and fair.

   4. The child playing Cauzee very cleverly asked olive merchant’s to 
come in and take a look at the jar of olives and tell the Cauzee 
if the olives were fresh or not. As they’d been with the merchant 
for seven years had to have gone bad.

   5. Yes, he was happy to see the play. The sentence ‘I know now 
what will be fair tomorrow. I have learnt it from the child 
Cauzee’ says that. 

Comprehension

18. The Story of Ali Cogia
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 A.   1. stallion 
    mare 
     foal

   2. ram   
    ewe 
    lamb

   3. stag   
    doe 
    fawn 

 B.  1. crane
    That large bird is a crane. 

    They had to use a crane to remove the car from the road. 

    The Smiths had to catch a 6 o’clock crane this evening. 

   2. leaves
    Just look at the picture of those leaves! 

    Rahul always leaves home after finishing his breakfast. 

    The leaves robbed the bank and stole a large sum.  

   3. point
    The pencil has a sharp point. 

    It is not polite to point your fingers at someone. 

    He point to the broken pieces of the vase.   

   4. right
    You were right about the old man. 

    Turn to the right and you will see the school. 

    They right go the amusement park today.   

   5. rose
    My favourite flower is the yellow rose. 

    Sonia quickly rose from her desk. 

    The actor performed at many rose this month.   

Vocabulary
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   6. bat
    Did you know that a bat can fly easily at night? 

    This is a special bat that was gifted to me by my father. 

    The boy was caught in a bat.   

  Free response. 

  Free response.

Writing

Speaking


